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New Titles for Children and Young People
Bergere, Thea. The Story of St. Peter's; by Thea and Richard Bergere; illus.
with photographs, prints, and with drawings by Richard Bergere. Dodd,
1966. 128p. $4.
A detailed and competent account of the changes, developments, plans
R and their executions, and the contributing participants in the building of
8- St. Peter's Basilica over thirteen centuries. The book is profusely illus-
trated with photographs, architectural diagrams, and details of art work.
The Bergeres describe the many dramatic events connected with St.
Peter's in a matter-of-fact style: the destruction during the Saracen's
sack of Rome in 846, the massive plans of Popes and Kings, the Spanish
looting in 1527, the disproved accusations against Michelangelo, the su-
perb work of Bernini. The book is given reference use by the appended
material, which includes a glossary, an index, a bibliography, a list of
measurements, and a wonderfully extensive annotated list of descrip-
tions that is numbered in correspondence with the architectural features
of the entire building, as shown in a clear diagram.
Budberg, Moura, ed. Russian Fairy Tales; tr., chosen and retold by Moura Bud-
berg and Amabel Williams-Ellis; illus. by Sarah Nechamkin. Warne,
1967. 272p. $4.95.
A collection of thirty-two tales, first printed in Great Britain in 1965,
Ad with one story ("The Stolen Turnips") reprinted from Ransome's Old
4-6 Peter's Russian Tales. The material is quite varied: some humorous
tales, some romantic; many are in familiar fairy tale patterns, such as
the Cordelia theme; two tales have recently been issued separately in
picture book form, "The Travelling Frog" and "The Tale About Lost
Time." The style is a bit erratic in quality, some of the writing being
abrupt; the illustrations are pedestrian. A good source for story-telling
because of the scope and variety, although some of the tales are more
smoothly told in other versions.
Calhoun, Mary Huiskamp. The Runaway Brownie; pictures by Janet McCaffery.
Morrow, 1967. 29p. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.14 net.
A story that comprises elements of various Scottish fairy tales, tales
Ad in which the brownie is a proud creature and belongs to a single family.
K-3 Here the brownie, Angus, is offended when the old master dies and the
avaricious young one tries to bribe the brownie into producing riches.
Disgusted, the young master departs and Angus returns to the farm to
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serve the small nephew, Rob, who really cares for the family brownie.
The story is nicely told albeit rather slow-moving; the illustrations are
quite busy with detail and most of them are suffused with a pinkish-
lavender glow that palls.
Carter, Samuel. Kingdom of the Tides. Hawthorn Books, 1966. 160p. illus.
$3.95.
Although written in a solid, rather heavy, style this is a most inter-
R esting book because of the subject itself and because of the clarity of
8- Mr. Carter's explanations. He discusses the dominant role of the moon
and the auxiliary role of the sun, the types of tides, measuring and
charting, and some of the dramatic phenomena such as tidal waves and
bores. The book also describes some of the effects of tides on marine
creatures and in the lives of people. A glossary, an index, a bibliogra-
phy, and list of suggestions for sources of information are appended.
Clewes, Dorothy. A Boy Like Walt. Coward-McCann, 1967. 190p. $3.95.
A junior novel about the motorbike set, in which a boy like Walt looks
Ad like the other toughs but-his girl friend, Norma, defends him to her
6-9 parents-isn't. Walt is tough enough to impose on an admiring younger
boy, to "borrow" a car, and to have a motorcycle racer as his hero, but
he has enough stability and moral sense to be shocked into a new aware-
ness and out of his old pattern when he is arrested on a minor charge.
The setting is British, but the milieu is one that might be found in any
urban community. The characters are convincing, although they are not
drawn in depth; the plot has some contrived episodes, but the plot is of
less importance than the picture of a segment of contemporary youth.
Colby, Carroll Burleigh. Secret Service; History, Duties and Equipment.
Coward-McCann, 1966. 48p. illus. Library ed. $2.68 net.
A book with dramatic interest describes the founding of the Secret
Ad Service a century ago, and-in several pages of solid text-gives some
6-9 of its history. The major part of the book is in the familiar Colby for-
mat: a large photograph is accompanied by a smaller amount of print,
and each set is about a separate, although related, topic. The book de-
scribes some of the training of agents, equipment and procedures for
prevention or detection of crime, some examples of the duties of spe-
cial agents, and some advice to the reader on detection of counterfeit
money.
Colum, Padraic. The Stone of Victory; and Other Tales of Padraic Colum; illus.
by Judith Gwyn Brown. McGraw-Hill, 1966. 119p. $3.95.
Illustrated with softly executed drawings in black and white, thirteen
R tales are included in this volume, the selections having been made from
4-6 seven of Colum's previously published books. The stories are delightful
in writing style and humor, pleasant to read silently or aloud.
Cooney, Barbara. Christmas; written and illus. by Barbara Cooney. T. Y.
Crowell, 1967. 33p. $2.95.
R Illustrated with gay and charming pictures, a pleasant addition to the
2-4 publisher's series of books about holidays. Barbara Cooney tells the
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Christmas story, adhering closely to the Biblical version; she then de-
scribes other and earlier seasonal festivals and explains how some of
the pagan customs were assimilated into the Christian celebration of
Christmas. Briefly, she describes some holiday customs in other parts
of the world and some of the Christmas legends.
Copeland, Paul W. The Land and People of Libya. Lippincott, 1967. 158p. illus.
(Portraits of the Nations Series) Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $2.93 net.
One of those rarities, an enjoyable informational book, this survey of
R Libya is well-organized and competently written. The author refers to
7-10 the Romans as the first organization men of history; in speaking of the
elaborate ritual of the Islamic hajj, or pilgrimage, he says, "Proces-
sions and prayers include the trial of running from hill to hill in the hot
sun. Some of the more aged worshippers achieve their wish for para-
dise." Mr. Copeland gives historical and geographical facts; he describes
the peoples of Libya, religious and educational patterns (school is free
from kindergarten through college), and the problems and benefits of
modern life. An index is appended.
Corcoran, Barbara. Sam; drawings by Barbara McGee. Atheneum, 1967. 219p.
Trade ed. $4.25; Library ed. $4.08 net.
Sam and her brother were used to the isolation of the island on which
R they lived; their father had always felt that being involved with other
6-9 people only brought trouble. But Sam was fifteen; she wanted to be with
her peers. When she did have a chance to test her father's theories, it
looked as though he were right: the boys at school were tough, the girls
snobbish; her uncle was a weak man and a gambler, his wife a foolish
and helpless woman. Yet Sam found, after her uncle's death, that she
never regretted the protective affection she'd given him, that even if her
father were right about people she was one of them and couldn't avoid
her commitment as a human being. With good characterization and writ-
ing style, and with a balanced treatment of facets of Sam's life, the book
will appeal especially to those readers who are interested in dogs, since
a good portion of the story is devoted to Sam's dog, their participation
in a dog show, and plans for attending future shows.
Darby, Gene. Jerry Finds Bees; illus. by Joe Nerlinger. Steck-Vaughn, 1967.
48p. $2.25.
A book that describes the organization within a bee colony, the divi-
M sion of labor, the several kinds of bees; it gives information about re-
2-3 production, growth, morphology, et cetera. Jerry builds a beehive, and
this is used as an introduction to the factual material. The facts given
are correct and are in themselves interesting, but the book is weak (even
for a controlled vocabulary text) in its stilted style: "Jerry walked and
walked. He watched the sky. Soon he saw something fly by." The illustra-
tions are not labeled, and some of them are not clear enough in detail to
be self-explanatory.
Dobrin, Arnold. Carmello's Cat; The Story of a Roman Christmas. Coward-
McCann, 1967. 42p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.29 net.
R There was only one thing Carmello wanted for Christmas: a set of
K-3 puppets, complete with stage; his dream was to be allowed to help his
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grandfather, who gave puppet shows in the park. He broke up his old,
makeshift stage to make a comfortable bed for a stray cat and her kit-
tens, and he was permitted to keep them on the balcony. At Christmas,
Carmello received only one of the coveted set of puppets, but he had
something even better: his grandfather finally asked him to help with
the puppet show on the weekends. The themes of puppet-interest and cat-
adoption aren't really tied together, but each adds to the setting of the
story, and the illustrations-very attractive-show Roman street scenes;
especially relevant to the Christmas theme are the descriptions and pic-
tures of the stalls of holiday merchandise set up in a public square.
Edwards, Phil. You Should Have Been Here an Hour Ago; The Stoked Side of
Surfing or How to Hang Ten Through Life and Stay Happy; by Phil Ed-
wards with Bob Ottum. Harper, 1967. 178p. illus. $6.95.
Written by a surfing champion and a sports writer, this is both an in-
R formative book about surfing and an amusing, casual record of Edwards'
9- love affair with the sport. It began when Edwards was a youngster who
experimented with adaptations of boards, trimming and shaving his own;
at the age of thirteen he found-by himself-the thrill of riding a wave.
The book consists in part of information about surfing techniques, in
part of personal reminiscences, and in part of general comment on the
joys of surfing. The photographs are dramatic, the text written with hu-
mor in an informal conversational style.
Emery, Anne. Mystery of the Opal Ring. Westminster, 1967. 174p. $3.75.
Paula, who had just graduated from high school, had taken a summer
M job as a waitress at a small resort hotel. To her great surprise, she
6-9 found in a nearby antique shop her own opal ring which she had left at a
jewelers; the jewelry shop had been robbed. Somebody was aware that
Paula was looking for a thief, it was clear, because she received a
threatening note. The miscreant was found with the help of Janos, a Hun-
garian who also worked at the hotel and who had been forced to act as an
accomplice. The book gives a rather good picture of the behind-the-
scenes life of a hotel staff, but it is less successful as a mystery, since
it is in part dependent on coincidence. Characterization is adequate, but
the story is weakened by the inclusion of too many minor characters who
are relevant neither to the mystery nor to the romance between Janos
and Paula.
Fisher, Leonard Everett. The Schoolmasters; written and illus. by Leonard Ev-
erett Fisher. Watts, 1967. 47p. (Colonial American Craftsmen) $2.65.
A very good book in the series, this gives ample background for dis-
R cussing the role of the colonial schoolmaster, since it describes the
5-7 change of attitude about education and the changes in society's attitudes
toward learning and the common man. Mr. Fisher describes the training
of the schoolmaster, his status in the community, and his problems in
coping with the deficiencies of buildings and equipment. As the colonies
became more self-reliant and sophisticated, better-trained teachers
were demanded and a growing number of academies and even colleges
fed the demand. The illustrations are starkly handsome, the writing
style straightforward. An index is appended.
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Foreman, Michael. The Perfect Present. Coward-McCann, 1967. 32p. illus.
Library ed. $2.86 net.
An oversize picture book in which Santa Claus, appealed to by an un-
M happy double-decker bus in London, takes the bus on a ride through the
5-7 sky. The bus suggests that the rest of the traffic would enjoy the same
yrs. treat, so Santa shouts, "Come on!" to two milk carts and a policeman
on a bicycle; eventually the parade in the sky has a seafood stall, some
burglars, a flock of priests, grannies in wheelchairs, children in hospi-
tal beds, a truckload of unsold Christmas trees, and so on. Landing in
Trafalgar Square, the people have a party and the vehicles honk horns
and wink headlights. Only the bus hears Santa's sleighbells as he takes
off, but all the rest of the year the vehicles smile to themselves as they
remember their perfect present-free flight. The illustrations are very
handsome: bold, bright paintings of night skies filled with the strange
entourage and of London scenes. The story has an element of the ludi-
crous that has some appeal, but the style is so stiff and the plot so con-
trived that the situation seems bizarre rather than funny.
Fox, Paula. A Likely Place; illus. by Edward Ardizzone. Macmillan, 1967. 57p.
$2.95.
Lewis is tired of people who want to help him, especially those who
R want to help him improve. When his loving parents go off for a brief
4-6 trip, Lewis is taken over by the delightfully peculiar Miss Fitchlow,
whose ideas of supervising a nine-year-old boy are entirely casual and
man-to-man. Lewis befriends an elderly man who frequents the same
park; directed by Mr. Madruga, Lewis writes a letter of protest, the old
gentleman's problem being that he resents the life of ease forced on him
by his children-he wants to work. The writing has distinctive style, the
characterization is smooth, the humor is sophisticated: "Lewis shrugged.
He knew his mother was smiling only because she wanted him to do
something different from what he was going to do."
Freeman, Jean Todd. Cynthia and the Unicorn; illus. by Leonard Weisgard. Nor-
ton, 1967. 26p. Trade ed. $3.75; Library ed. $3.48 net.
A Christmas story in verse, intended for the read-aloud audience, but
M often too sophisticated in references (the Troll refers, with embarrass-
3-4 ment, to the Gruff affair as "water under the bridge") and difficult in vo-
cabulary for the very young. The rhyme falters occasionally, but the
rhyme and metre are, on the whole, adequately maintained. Cynthia is a
small, imaginative child who announces that the only thing she wants for
Christmas is a unicorn; since she already has noted a gryphon in the at-
tic and a troll below the stairs, Cynthia can't accept the maternal sugges-
tion that there is no such animal. She consults the gryphon, the troll, and
her private mermaid; on Christmas morning she finds, in addition to
many, many other presents, a white pony-and she is convinced that this
is her unicorn, who has lost a horn. The illustrations are most attrac-
tive, with cool colors, delicate details, and romantic settings (or gro-
tesque-comic) that carry out the imaginative sequences. The story per
se doesn't quite come off: it is not convincingly fanciful, and has too
much emphasis on the fanciful to be simply a realistic story about a
dreaming child.
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Fyson, J. G. The Journey of the Eldest Son; illus. by Victor G. Ambrus.
Coward-McCann, 1967. 214p. $3.95.
Published in England in 1965, this is a sequel to The Three Brothers
R of Ur, reviewed in the October, 1967 issue of the Bulletin. Here the old-
7-9 est brother, Shamashazir, is deemed capable enough to travel with one
of his father's caravans from the Sumerian city of Ur to the faraway
mountains. Injured, the boy is taken in by the tribe of Enoch, wandering
shepherds; he becomes intrigued by the likenesses and differences in
their religions: Enoch's tribe also has a story of a Great Flood, for ex-
ample, but they have no pantheon of gods. Shamashazir, by the time he
returns to Ur, has found convincing the idea of One Lord of All The
Earth; he removes from his family's temple the household image. An
epilogue notes that some of the events in the story have historical basis
and some are invented; and that one might find, in another interpretation,
that Shamashazir is called Abraham. The setting and period are most
convincingly created, the pace of the story is good, and the dialogue is
used to develop plot in the same way it does in a play. The black and
white illustrations are dramatic and handsome: small pictures deftly set
on the page with-sometimes-a frame of printed lines.
Garlan, Patricia Wallace. Orange-Robed Boy; by Patricia Wallace Garlan and
Maryjane Dunstan; paintings by Pau Oo Thet. Viking, 1967. 91p. Trade
ed. $4.50; Library ed. $4.13 net.
At the age of twelve, a Burmese boy gives up his name and leaves his
Ad family to live at a monastery until he has learned the teachings of Bud-
5-7 dha. Aung Khin, like other boys, has his hair cut for the first time; with
the other novitiates, the koyins, he celebrates the entrance ceremony or
Shinbyu. Then he takes a new name, Ariya, for his new life, and he dons
the orange robe. Ariya has trouble in deciding whether he wants to re-
turn home or become a monk; when he does go home, he realizes that he
has absorbed more than he knew of the precepts of Buddha and that he
has the awareness of an adult. The illustrations seem hastily executed
but are attractive because of their vitality and vivid colors. The setting
of the story is appealing because it is unusual, and the facts it gives are
interesting, but the writing is slow-paced.
Gay, Kathlyn. Money Isn't Everything; The Story of Economics at Work. Dela-
corte, 1967. 96p. illus. $2.95.
Not an explanation of the science of economics, but an informal book
Ad about aspects of our economic system. Using clear-but occasionally
6-8 lengthy-examples to illustrate causes or effects in economic life, the
author discusses division of labor, taxes, investments, strikes, trans-
portation, goods and services, automation, et cetera. The conversation-
al tone is a good choice for a painless introduction to the subject, but it
weakens the book by verging on journalese: "So, 'away we go.' America
began on the move, and it is part of our heritage to roll forward."
The Golden Shore, with an introduction by William Peden. A collection of stories
selected for young readers; illus. by Karl Stucklen. Platt and Munk,
1967. 339p. $3.95.
R A good anthology in which the unifying theme is the problems of the
7- young, from the very young "Rufus" by Agee, in which a small boy ad-
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justs to his father's death, to the sophisticated intrigues of a young wom-
an in "The Marriages" by Henry James. The short stories and excerpts
from books are varied in subject and in style; the list of authors is im-
pressive and the compilation discriminating. Each selection is followed
by a brief biographical note.
Hess, Lilo. Sea Horses; story and photographs by Lilo Hess. Scribner, 1966.
47p. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.12 net.
A captivating book because of the many photographs of the small, en-
R gaging sea horse, a fish that has an external skeleton, a prehensile tail,
3-6 and eyes that move independently. The author describes the habits and
the reproductive process of the sea horse, the latter unusual because
the eggs of the female are deposited in the male's pouch for gestation.
The book closes with instructions for raising sea horses in a home
aquarium. The photographs are intriguing, the text straightforward and
crisp, the print large and clear.
Hodges, Margaret. The Hatching of Joshua Cobb; illus. by W. T. Mars. Farrar,
1967. 135p. $3.25.
A good camp story for boys. Josh has never before been away from
R his widowed mother, and he's apprehensive about camp. Will they find
4-6 out that he keeps one foot on the bottom while pretending to swim? (They
will.) The tough and unpleasant counselor of Josh's cabin is fired when
he disappears for long periods to telephone his girl, and everything im-
proves when the new man takes over. Nothing remarkable happens, ex-
cept that the boys of Cabin 13 begin to enjoy camp life, and that Josh,
who has been a diffident participant, learns to swim, makes friends, and
writes a skit for the camp show. Pleasantly low-keyed and smoothly
written.
Irwin, Keith Gordon. The Romance of Physics; illus. by Anthony Ravielli. Scrib-
ner, 1966. 240p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.63 net.
Impressive in every way, a history of physics that emphasizes the
R work of major contributors to the science; the book concentrates on ma-
7- jor research before the nineteenth century, but a final section discusses
the work of Einstein, Rutherford, and Fermi. There is a modicum of bi-
ographical material given; most of the text is devoted to basic research
and experiments. The writing is well-organized and clear, firmly sup-
ported by Ravielli's illustrations, which are both lucid and handsome. A
glossary, a chronology, a list of suggested readings, and an index are ap-
pended.
Jacker, Corinne. Window on the Unknown; A History of the Microscope; illus.
with drawings by Mary Linn and photographs. Scribner, 1966. 188p.
Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.63 net.
A serious but not a stolid book, describing the physical theories that
R led to the invention of the microscope as well as giving the history of its
8- invention and improvement. Miss Jacker gives ample background for an
understanding of the operation of a microscope, explaining the kinds of
lenses used, the problems of optical aberration, and the development of
methods of scientific investigation. She describes microscopic technol-
ogy and the use of the instrument in specialized areas of study. Notes
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on sources, a glossary, a chronology, a list of suggested readings, and
an index are appended.
Janice. Little Bear's Thanksgiving; illus. by Mariana. Lothrop, 1967. 26p.
Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.35 net.
Little Bear receives an invitation for Thanksgiving dinner from a L
Ad tle girl; when his animal friends describe the menu, Little Bear is en-
4-6 thralled; in fact he is ready to march off immediately. His friends ex-
yrs. plain the fact that the holiday is at a certain time and for a certain rea-
son. Little Bear naps for some days, his friends wake him just in time
for the feast, and his hostess decides that Owl, Squirrel, and Sparrow
must join them. The writing has a pleasant simplicity; the illustrations
are sort of pastel-Pooh. The brevity of the story is suitable for the very
young child, and the emphasis is also right, since he is usually less in-
terested in the holiday's meaning than in the holiday menu.
Jones, Cordelia. Nobody's Garden; illus. by Victor Ambrus. Scribner, 1966.
190p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.63 net.
"Hilary Toft was a tactless child, and one who never stopped talk-
R ing." Thus begins the story of Hilary's friendship with Bridget, also
5-7 twelve, but reticent and shy. Orphaned, Bridget had just come to London
to live with an aunt; the bond between the two girls was the discovery of
a garden, lost between two blitzed houses. There it was that Hilary and
her mother found Bridget when she had run away from the aunt's home
where she was quite unhappy; there it was that Hilary's gentle mother
finally discovered what had been burdening Bridget in all the years since
her mother died: she had unwittingly given information that had-she
thought-led to her mother's wartime death. The writing is quietly so-
phisticated, the characterization and dialogue are good, the plot is tight-
ly constructed and convincing.
Krumgold, Joseph. Henry 3; drawings by Alvin Smith. Atheneum, 1967. 268p.
Trade ed. $4.75; Library ed. $4.37 net.
When the Lovering family moved to Crestview, Henry hoped that no-
R body would find out how smart he was; he made it clear that he was
6-9 Henry 3-not Henry the Third-and he hoped, with the rest of his family,
that Dad would finally become a vice-president. All the Loverings
agreed that they must be very careful and make all the right gestures
toward the right people, but they made one wrong move: they installed
(company orders) a bomb shelter. The resultant animosity didn't abate
until the stress of a hurricane brought people closer-and Henry 3 had
learned something very important about the superficiality of material
goals. Beautifully written, but the middle of the book sags somewhat,
the affair of the bomb shelter being drawn out and not quite convincing.
Lattimore, Eleanor Frances. The Two Helens. Morrow, 1967. 128p. illus.
$2.95.
Eight-year-old Helen Dunbar is puzzled by her mother's references
Ad to "the Dragon" in an overheard conversation with Daddy. Who could be
3-4 coming to visit? When the Dragon appears, she turns out to be great-
aunt Helen, whose empty house had been intriguing the Dunbar children
for some time. The tone of the story is sedate, but it is quietly realistic
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in depicting a pleasant family enjoying a summer vacation in a small
town. There is little depth of characterization, but the characters are
believable and the dialogue simple and natural.
Lavine, David. Under the City; photographs by Ira Mandelbaum. Doubleday,
1967. 128p. $3.50.
A most interesting book about the world below a big American city:
Ad shops and subways, bank vaults, tunnels, and the complex layout of util-
4-7 ity lines of all kinds. The author describes the problems of construc-
tion, maintenance, and repair in the crowded space under a city; the
photographic illustrations are of variable quality and usefulness; the
text is written in a direct style with an occasional remark in lightly
humorous vein.
Lawrence, Mildred (Elwood). Reach for the Dream. Harcourt, 1967. 192p.
$3.25.
Norrie had one habit that caused trouble at home and at work: she
Ad would daydream and lose track of time. That was the way she lost her
6-9 job, and that was how she came to help Mrs. Wetherell, who collected
and repaired antique dolls. They had one customer whose behavior was
so odd that Norrie suspected her; although Norrie was over-zealous in
her detective work, she did help solve the mystery: Mrs. Wetherell's
dolls were being used as carriers for stolen jewelry. The plot is quite
contrived, but the characterizations and relationships are good: not
deeply explored, but credible and consistent.
Lyon, Elinor. The Dream Hunters; illus. by Mary Dinsdale. Follett, 1967. 150p.
Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.97 net.
Set in Scotland, an adventure story that has good characterization,
R very good dialogue, vigorous style, and a slightly contrived plot. Linda
5-7 Barton, an inveterate spinner of tall tales, sends a message (written in
blood) saying that she has been kidnapped and held aboard ship. Ian, who
finds the note, rescues the stranger (from her exasperated brother) and
quickly sees through her lies; nevertheless, there begins a complicated
involvement between the assorted members of the two families, with
misunderstandings, minor mysteries, and a chase or two.
McCabe, Joseph E. Your First Year at College; Letters to a College Freshman.
Westminster, 1967. 93p. $2.95.
Written by a college president who has seen much evidence of the
R problems of beginning college students, these letters to his son tackle,
10- as he says, the "gutsy issues" of the student's life: handling freedom,
sex and the college man, being depressed, student protest, transferring
to another school, indecision about a career, and so on. The advice and
comments are mixed with personal remarks about family and friends;
although the letters occasionally take on a minatory tone, they are en-
joyable for the casual style and admirable for the common sense and af-
fection with which they are permeated. A useful book for the adult work-
ing with collegians as well as for the young people themselves.
McGinley, Phyllis Louise. A Wreath of Christmas Legends; illus. by Leonard
Weisgard. Macmillan, 1967. 62p. $3.95.
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A very pleasant gathering of fourteen previously published poems to
R which has been added one new selection, "The Stars' Story"; all are
5-8 based on medieval legends about Christmas. The black and white illus-
trations of birds and beasts have a precise grace, and the page layout is
dignified. The poems have the felicitous phrasing, the polished simplic-
ity, and the quick shafts of humor that distinguish Miss McGinley's work.
Marx, Robert F. The Battle of Lepanto, 1571. World, 1966. 127p. illus. $3.95.
A splendid example of intensive historical coverage in an oversize
R book, profusely illustrated and handsome in layout. The author gives lu-
8- cidly the background for Lepanto, the long struggle between Moslems
and Christians for domination of the Mediterranean region; he points out
that this last decisive battle was not only the turning point of the war but
also a turning point in naval history. The personalities and events that
preceded the battle are vividly portrayed. A relative index is appended.
Morton, Miriam, ed. A Harvest of Russian Children's Literature; ed., with in-
troduction and commentary, by Miriam Morton. University of Califor-
nia Press, 1967. 474p. illus. $12.50.
A superb anthology for any collection, useful for a number of diverse
R purposes and, better still, a source of pleasure in its variety, scope,
all and quality. All of the material included is in print in Russia today; the
ages selections range from classic writers like Tolstoy and Gorky to con-
temporary authors, some of whose work has already been published in
English-Chukovsky and Sholokhov, for example. The book's contents are
divided both by age groups and by genre or type of literature; the illus-
trations are also from Russian children's books. Many of the selections
are preceded by notes about the author. The editor has provided a long,
thoughtful, and informative introduction. Separate author and title index-
es are appended. A treasure.
Parish, Peggy. Let's Be Early Settlers with Daniel Boone; drawings by Arnold
Lobel. Harper, 1967. 96p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.92 net.
A brief preface to this how-to-make-it book describes the role of
R early settlers like Boone, explaining that the projects described are for
3-5 fun and games but will give the reader an idea of some of the things that
the early settlers used. Some of the objects or processes: making dyes,
building model flatboats or covered wagons, making items of dress,
making a hornbook or a diorama of a log cabin. Although the writing
seems over-simplified for the audience, the book has value because the
materials suggested are easily obtainable (scissors, paste, pipe clean-
ers, newspaper, straws, salt clay, et cetera) and the directions clear;
the illustrations are sometimes helpful, sometimes decorative, and al-
ways amusing.
Redford, Polly. The Christmas Bower; drawings by Edward Gorey. Dutton, 1967.
1 92 p. $3.95.
Noah, as the only son and grandson of a department store family, had
R disappointed all his relatives because he shared the interests of the one
5-7 queer member-Uncle Willie, a museum ornithologist. When the store's
plan for a Christmas display that included live birds ended in disaster,
it was Uncle Willie who came to the rescue. Several dozen tropical birds
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were rescued, but not before there had been a shopper's riot; later, it
was again Uncle Willie who-with the help of Noah, some store employ-
ees, and a birdbanding association-caught the two really rare birds
that had been left in the store. The department store setting is interest-
ing, the information about birds not obtrusive; the characters are lively,
only occasionally verging on stereotypes, and the plot and dialogue are
brisk and breezy and bright.
Roland, Betty. Jamie's Summer Visitor; illus. by Prudence Seward. McGraw-
Hill, 1967. 73p. $2.95.
Another story about the small Australian boy of The Forbidden
R Bridge who lives with his widowed mother on a farm in the bush coun-
4-5 try. Jamie is not enthralled at the prospect of a Christmas vacation
visit from the daughter of an old friend of his mother's, and his fore-
bodings are justified. Nola is disdainful about the farm and about
Jamie's friends-when she isn't showing off; not until she breaks down
in confessing a misdemeanor to Jamie's mother does it become appar-
ent that Nola tries to be superior because she feels rejected. The plot
is realistic, the characterization not deep but convincing, and the set-
ting appealing; the Christmastime finale is jolly and warm.
Sadler, Christine. Children in the White House. Putnam, 1967. 316p. illus.
$6.50.
A well-written book about the children, grandchildren, and other rel-
R atives of our Presidents from George Washington's stepchildren and
8- their offspring to Luci and Lynda Johnson. The author follows the lives
of White House children in the years after their stay there; the material
is often dramatic but never sensational, and occasionally sentimental but
never cloying. The writing style is conversational, but much of the ma-
terial is clearly based on diligent research. A section of photographs is
bound into the book; a bibliography is appended.
Saville, Malcolm. The Secret of the Ambermere Treasure; illus. by Marcia
Lane Foster. Criterion Books, 1967. 221p. $3.95.
First published in England in 1953, an adventure story with an ele-
Ad ment of mystery. Sixteen-year-old Mandy takes a summer job as a gen-
6-9 eral helper at Ambermere Manor, where two distraught maiden ladies,
the Misses Anstey, have been trying unsuccessfully to cope with a great-
niece. Mandy, used to small brothers and sisters, has no trouble with
her charge, but she is troubled by the fact that two people seem to be
hunting the lost family treasure, and that they may be dangerous. With
the help of some friends who have joined the project of opening the man-
or to the public, the clues are pursued and the treasure found. Although
the situation is a patterned one, the book is enjoyable because of the
easy dialogue and restrained plot development: there is no life-or-death
encounter with a villain, and some of the young people's success in
solving the riddle of the clues is due to chance.
Schwartz, Alvin. What Do You Think? An Introduction to Public Opinion: How It
Forms, Functions, and Affects Our Lives. Dutton, 1966. 189p. illus.
Trade ed. $4.50; Library ed. $4.46 net.
A remarkably lucid and objective discussion of the factors that con-
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R tribute to the formation of opinion, of the uses to which knowledge about
9-12 this is put (such as market research) of the pitfalls to avoid in forming
an unbiased opinion, and of the ways in which surveys and polls are con-
ducted and questionnaires compiled. The writing is brisk, the coverage
broad, the tone matter-of-fact, the examples and illustrations up-to-
date. Charts, tables, and photographs of propaganda and advertising tech-
niques are included; an index is appended.
Serage, Nancy. The Prince Who Gave Up the Throne; A Story of the Buddha;
illus. by Kazue Mizumura. T. Y. Crowell, 1966. 62p. $3.50.
A story of the life of Siddhartha Buddha, part fact and part legend,
Ad with black and white illustrations inspired by the Ajanta Cave frescoes.
5-7 The story is told in a slightly elaborate style; sources for the version
are given in an author's note at the end of the book. There is too much
emphasis on the fanciful and miraculous for this to be deemed a defini-
tive biography, but it has value both as a life of Buddha and as an inter-
pretation of the beginnings of Buddhism, especially to the young person
interested in comparative religion.
Simon, Norma. What Do I Say? pictures: Joe Lasker. Whitman, 1967. 36p.
Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.21 net.
I say hooray for this book of basic etiquette for the very young, part-
R ly because of its simplicity, partly because the settings are a classroom
3-6 and a home that will be familiar to the urban child in a poor neighbor-
yrs. hood. Grandma, left to care for younger children while mother works,
sits cheerily at the breakfast table in an old dress, apron, and slippers.
The three children sleep in one bed, and any suggestion of squalor is
eliminated by the scrubbed faces and the prevalence of affection and vi-
vacity. Going through his day, the protagonist records his pattern (in
large print) "Something's wrong. What do I say? Please help me." "I
want to swing. What do I say? It's my turn." The children, assorted col-
ors, are shown in all the various occupations of a typical nursery or
kindergarten class. The book is available in an English-Spanish edition.
Simon, Tony. The Heart Explorers; illus. by Ed Malsberg. Basic, 1966. 118p.
$3.95.
A book written in a brisk and competent style, with a few dramatic
R anecdotes about heart surgery. The author gives adequate historical
6-9 background, covering the familiar contributions of Galen, Vesalius,
Harvey, Malpighi, et cetera, and he describes cardiac physiology and
morphology. The illustrations are of variable helpfulness, some being
very lucid while others suffer from lack of labeled parts. The larger
part of the text is devoted to the exciting medical advances in heart sur-
gery in the twentieth century, with recognition given to the inventors of
mechanical aids as well as to the innovatory surgeons. An index is ap-
pended.
Sotomayor, Antonio. Khasa Goes to the Fiesta; story and pictures by Antonio
Sotomayor. Doubleday, 1967. 57p. $3.25.
Busy illustrations, some gay with color and almost all interesting be-
Ad cause of costume or architectural detail, are the most attractive part of
3-4 a rather loosely written story about a small Bolivian boy. Khasa's great
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dream was to be allowed to play his panpipes for the dancing at the an-
nual fiesta at Copacabana. His uncle, who was one of the official players,
laughed at Khasa because the boy's loss of two front teeth caused a
whistling sound. Uncle Secundino did take Khasa along and lost him al-
most immediately when the child climbed into a truck that drove off.
Then he was taken over by a kind woman and brought back to Copaca-
bana in a boat; when Khasa piped along with the adult players, his uncle
heard him and thus they were reunited. Over-extended and rather ram-
bling, the book does give some glimpse of one facet of life in Bolivia to-
day.
Stearns, Monroe. Rembrandt and His World. Watts, 1967. 216p. illus. (Im-
mortals of Art) Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed. $4.46 net.
A serious biography, the emphasis of which is on Rembrandt's work
R rather than on his personal life; his early career is described in par-
10- ticularly interesting detail, with illuminating information about art
styles of the time and of the evidence in Rembrandt's work of the influ-
ences of his teachers. The book is quite profusely illustrated with black
and white reproductions of the artist's work (illustrations of variable
quality), and the biographer explains in great detail both the technical
problems and artistic achievements of the pictures, and the background
or significance of the content. A chronology, a divided bibliography and
an extensive index are appended, italics being used in the last to denote
illustrations.
Storey, Margaret. Pauline; illus. by Victor Ambrus. Doubleday, 1967. 210p.
$3.50.
One of the best junior novels for girls to come along in a long time,
R this story of an orphaned English adolescent has memorable characteri-
6-9 zation and dialogue, an interesting and wholly believable situation of con-
flict, and a realistic solution. Pauline has come to live with her uncle
Harry's family, and she tries to love them and to be grateful, but she is
aware that Uncle Harry is a petty tyrant and resents it. He is critical,
rigid in his ideas, and-perhaps worst of all-falsely hearty in his "little
talks" to his niece. Only when Pauline runs away to an aunt in London
does her uncle, aware that other adults disapprove of his strictures,
make concessions.
Syme, Ronald. Garibaldi; illus. by William Stobbs. Morrow, 1967. 191p. $3.25.
One of the great political heroes of the nineteenth century, a man who
R captured the imagination of the western world, is described in Syme's
6-9 no-nonsense style, direct and rather dry. There are, on the other hand,
drama and melodrama in the real events of Garibaldi's career and in
the tortuous political intricacies of the European power struggle.
Tabrah, Ruth M. Hawaii Nei; illus. by Herbert Kawainui Kane. Follett, 1967.
320p. Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.99 net.
The people of Hawaii's eight islands speak of their state as "Hawaii
R nei," meaning "Hawaii, this place." Although there are other good books
6-10 about Hawaii, this should be a welcome source of information, since it
is well-written, comprehensive, and well-organized. The author is a
Hawaiian resident, and her observations are acute and informed; the
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book covers history, geography, economy, holidays, folkways, ethnic
groups, education, flora and fauna, natural phenomena, and a multiplic-
ity of minor topics. A lengthy glossary and an extensive index are ap-
pended.
Tarry, Ellen. Young Jim; The Early Years of James Weldon Johnson. Dodd,
1967. 230p. illus. $3.75.
Although most of the book is devoted to Johnson's life from the time
Ad he was fourteen until he decided, as a young man, to leave Jacksonville
6-9 and settle in New York, an epilogue describes his distinguished career
for the remainder of his life. His achievements are impressive; and his
roles in Negro history, in entertainment, and in the world of letters
need no embellishment to make a dramatic and inspiring story. His biog-
raphy is not enhanced by a slight but persistent note of adulation; the
writing style is a bit stiff: "As Jim approached the mound he stopped
and picked up a handful of dirt, which he rubbed on the ball." or, "'What
is it?' Jim asked, noting the rapid rise and fall of the other boy's chest
as he clutched the area around his heart."
Thomas, Estelle Webb. Gift of Laughter. Westminster, 1967. 208p. $3.75.
Hilary's first teaching job is on a Navajo Reservation; neither her
Ad family nor her fiance can understand why she doesn't want to get mar-
6-9 ried and why, in particular, she chooses such an assignment. In the
course of her year at Nakai-bito School, Hilary makes many friends,
wins over the hostile Medicine Man when she shoots a bear (the Navajo
may not do this), adopts an infant, finds a new fiance, and wins the
hearts of all, as is proven by a merry farewell party. Despite the pe-
destrian quality of the plot, there are touching incidents and a commu-
nicated feeling of affection for the Indians that give the book value and
appeal.
Tolstoy, Leo Nikolaevich. Russian Stories and Legends; illus. by Alexander
Alexeieff. Pantheon Books, 1967. 224p. $3.95.
Of Tolstoy's tales in the folk genre, eight that are related to the
R theme of brotherhood are included in this volume. The stories reflect
6-10 Tolstoy's deep concern with religion and morality; the plots are fresh,
their patterns familiar. Perhaps due to the style of the translation, the
stories have a ponderous quality that makes them a little difficult for
the usual tolk tale audience; they are particularly distinguished by com-
pelling characterization and provocative themes.
Vipont, Elfrida. Ghosts' High Noon. Walck, 1967. 167p. $3.75.
A series of ghost stories, set in a convincing framework: a group of
R people is gathered in an old house to attend a music school. Ten stories
6-9 are told by members of the party; they are varied, exciting, and most
deftly set within the framework of the group's activity; the setting is
skilfully developed with minimal detraction from the tales themselves.
A section of notes on sources for the ghost stories is appended.
Walsh, Gillian Paton. Hengest's Tale; illus. by Janet Margrie. St. Martin's,
1967. 151p. $3.95.
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Hengest, ruler of Kent in the fifth century, looks back at the end of
Ad his life and tells of the struggles between Jutes and Frisians when he, a
6-9 Jute, was young and came to the court of Finn the Frisian. The half-
Danish leader of the Jutes, betrayed while he was visiting the Frisian
stronghold, was killed; Hengest, torn between loyalty to his leader and
affection for Finn who was his host and long-time friend, finally killed
his host. Banished from the land, Hengest sailed for Britain and began
his new life as a Saxon invader. The story has historical interest, a com-
plicated and intriguing plot, and just enough heaviness of writing style to
slow the pace despite the action.
Watts, Mabel. I'm For You ... And You're For Me; pictures by Michael Fore-
man. Abelard-Schuman, 1967. 31p. Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.73
net.
A series of verses in praise of best friendship, some of them realis-
M tic, others inventing situations that demonstrate affection. "While climb-
K-2 ing a mountain/ That is high and remote/ I am butted, most rudely, By
a bad-mannered goat./ I am sprawling/ And falling/ And giving up
hope... Till you catch me, mid air/ With a throw of your rope." Some
of the situations will have the appeal of familiarity, others the humorous
appeal of the ridiculous, but the book is weakened by the use of contrived
rhymes and, to some extent, by being repetitive. The illustrations have
a sense of fun but seem executed with a heavy hand.
Wells, Robert. Bionics; Nature's Ways for Man's Machines; illus. with photo-
graphs and diagrams. Dodd, 1966. 160p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed.
$3.23 net.
A book about the many areas of research in the investigation of those
Ad biological phenomena the principles of which may be applied to man-
7- made devices and machines. The book covers many of the same topics
and problems discussed in Marteka's Bionics (Lippincott, 1965) and is
as well written, although not quite as simply written. The Marteka book
includes a divided bibliography and the index seems more useful than
does the Wells index.
Williams, Jay. Life in the Middle Ages; art works by Haig and Regina Shekerjian;
together with many old prints, paintings, and illuminations. Random
House, 1966. 160p. $4.95.
An oversize book, profusely illustrated (chiefly with reproductions of
Ad art of the period) and covering much of the same material as is in The
6-9 World of Walls, by Brooks and Walworth, reviewed in the previous issue.
There the information was given chiefly via a series of biographies; here
the text is topically divided and rather rambling within the sections,
which are on such topics as the town, the castle, education, etc. The
writing is direct in approach and diffuse in treatment; the format is
handsome, the print uncomfortably small. A list of picture credits and
an index are appended.
Zaffo, George J. The Giant Nursery Book of Things that Work. Doubleday, 1967.
185p. illus. $4.50.
A book with cartoon-style pictures, bold and simple, the doublepage
spreads alternately in color and in black and white. The book is over-
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M size, the spacious pages carrying very little print; the print is large
4-6 and clear. The book is divided into six sections: "Man's First Tools,
yrs. Better Tools, Power, Man Gets Around, Man Travels on Water, and
Man Takes to the Air." The book is good for browsing, since it lists
and illustrates innumerable objects that small children-especially
boys-find fascinating; its weakness is that it is diffuse in structure.
The first section describes such basic tools as the wedge and the lever,
but uses only the first term; in the section on better (more complex)
tools, both terms are used. In the section on water travel, the caveman
of the first few pages is seen again, but "Man Gets Around," which
shows ways of traveling on land, opens with a hiker of modern times.
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